
 

 

17th December 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As the Autumn term draws to a close I reflect on all the things we have still been able 
to achieve in school despite the ongoing disruption we faced, particularly in the first 
half term. There has been so much going on just in this last week: Our carol services 
were a great success and it was lovely to be welcomed back in St Mary’s church and 
hear the children singing the carols they have been practising in school. Our choir, 
musicians and readers all demonstrated how talented our pupils are and a big 
thanks to Miss Tyler for planning and coordinating the service.  
 
We have also had our Santa Run, Literacy quiz, Rights Respecting Award project 
and Year 8 Christmas stalls to finish off the term on a high! In the carol service we 
talked about how exciting Christmas was but how it was also a time to reflect on 
what Christmas might be like for others and how we could share the festive joy.  Our 
choir went to sing carols and our Year 8 pupils wrote some poems for the residents 
of Welburn House. All pupils have also made a Christmas card to post through the 
letterbox of someone in their community and our Year 8s helped Mrs Shaw Kew and 
Mrs Conaty collect in all the kind and generous donations to the Miner’s Lamp food 
bank appeal. 
 
Our pupils have been amazing this term and have continued to show how resilient 
and flexible they are. There has been much talk in the media about lost learning 
during periods of lockdown but our pupils have demonstrated their positive attitudes 
to learning and have been working so hard in lessons this term. You will receive a 
progress report for your child in January and parents evening meetings will be held 
in January - dates below.  
 
We know that some pupils have had to deal with disappointment when events have 
been cancelled at the last minute but they have overcome this with determination 
and optimism. We know it was a real blow for the Year 5s when their trip was 
cancelled but we’re looking forward to them being able to go in May. It was so 
fantastic that our Year 6 and 7 residential trips could go ahead and all the pupils got 
so much out of the experience. Skiing for the Year 8s again had to be cancelled due 
to testing requirements but they are due to go on an exciting outward bounds 
residential in April.  



 

 

 
 
We have two staff leaving us for pastures new: Mrs J Clarke who is one of our 
Teaching Assistants is leaving to take up a new post at Newcastle College. Mrs 
Clarke has been at Ovingham Middle School for fifteen years and many, many pupils 
have benefited from her support and guidance during her time here. Mr Kirk is also 
leaving us to pursue a new career. He has been a key member of staff in delivering 
sport and PE for many years, and has encouraged and motivated so many OMS 
pupils to participate in a whole range of sports and activities. We are all sad to see 
them go but wish them both the very best for the future.  
 
As we come back to school, please ensure that your son/daughter wears a coat to 
school. It’s January and so it will probably be cold - we will still be sending the 
children out for break and lunchtimes so they need to wrap up warm!  
 
Once again, the staff team all thank you for your support throughout this term. Thank 
you so much for all your cards and gifts you have sent in for staff - your kindness is 
always overwhelming! I hope you and your families have a peaceful and restful 
Christmas and New Year and we look forward to seeing all our pupils again when 
school opens on Wednesday 5th January 
  
Dates for your diary: 
 
26/27th January : Year 5 and Year 7 Parent Evening Meetings 
2/3rd February: Year 6 and Year 8 Parent Evening Meetings 
17th February 5 - 6.30pm : Year 5 and Year 6 Curriculum Information Meeting 
  
 
Mrs J Bullock  
Headteacher  
 

 



 

 

Food Studies 

We have been very busy in Food studies this term. Pupils have been making a wide 

range of dishes including Rainbow salad, Pizza toast, Curry, Chicken nuggets, bread 

and Swiss roll! Mrs Kidd was impressed by the practical skills and creativity 

demonstrated by all pupils. 

Year 7 and 8 finished their rotation making a festive treat of Chocolate truffles. 

Top tip- save any empty chocolate or biscuit boxes eg Celebrations/ Quality street 

etc they make great containers for Food lesson! 

 

 

6DS Christmas Crafts  

Year 6 spreading Christmas cheer by doing some crafts and making cards for the 

community. ⛄️🎅🎄 

 



 

 

Inter Faith Week  

OMS recently celebrated Inter Faith Week, which promotes awareness of different 

faiths and dialogue between communities. Children learnt about what Inter Faith 

Week represents and created their own designs of t shirts and mugs to promote the 

key messages associated with it. 

In the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 14 states: 'Every child has 

the right to think and believe what they want and to practise their religion.' The 

designs featured here communicate Article 14 - together with values of diversity, 

equality and acceptance - in creative and striking ways. 

Congratulations to all our winners and runners-up. 

 

Mock Trial  

Mock trial preparation is well underway and the Year 8 team are enjoying learning 

about the justice system as they work to build their case. 

 



 

 

Food Bank  

Some of our House Captains helping Mrs Conaty and Mrs Shaw-Kew to sort all of 

the contributions brought in for the Miner’s Lamp Christmas foodbank appeal. 

Thankyou to everyone for their kind and generous donations and for making a 

difference to someone this Christmas. 

 

 

Centre for Life  

Last month Year eight pupils attended a trip to the Centre for Life in the heart of 

Newcastle. The purpose of the trip was to broaden pupils’ experience of Science 

further and to bring ‘scientific ideas to life’ for them through the wide range of 

interactive activities and demonstrations present. It will also allow us to draw upon 

their experiences in the upcoming topics in areas such as ‘Astronomy’ and ‘Chemical 

reactions and their patterns’. Feedback from pupils about this event included ‘My 

favourite part of the ‘Brain zone’ was seeing an actual person’s brain – it was quite 

shocking but also fascinating!’, ‘I loved the activity where you had to work out what 

size gears to use to get the music to go at the right speed’, ‘The crazy fire 

demonstrations and tornedos that change colour at the Science show were 

amazing!’, ‘I really enjoyed sitting back in the planetarium show and seeing how the 

scientists in the international space station see the Earth from their viewing station’ 



 

 

and ‘I would really recommend this trip – it was fun and I learnt loads! 

 

Science is my Super power  

Some of our Y5 girls attended one of many events being run by Newcastle School 

for Girls this year in a Science programme called ‘Science is my superpower’. Their 

aim for this activity was to construct a car, powered by compressed air, that would 

either go the furthest or stop as close to a designated spot as possible. They worked 

cooperatively in small teams and needed to consider what design would allow them 

to achieve one of these aims. At the end of the morning session, the cars designed 

and built by our pupils competed against groups from schools around the North East. 

Despite not winning, each of the cars produced performed well and indicated we 

have some budding engineers in our midst! Well done to everyone involved. 

 



 

 

Robinwood 

Our Year 6 pupils had had a fantastic time at Robinwood this month, engaging in lots 

of different activities.  

 

Reading Rocks 

Yesterday afternoon marked the return of our Reading Rocks quiz and what an 

amazing afternoon celebrating all things reading! A record number of pupils, 64 in 

total, took part answering questions on rounds such as Roald Dahl and awards to 

heroes and villains and book covers. It was the closest quiz we've had yet with Year 

8 Team A (Imogen, Phoebe, Ewan and Edward) taking the title. Second place went 

to Year 7 Team B (Boh, Taniesha, Lulu and Ava) who pipped the 3rd place team, 

Year 6 Team A (Sophie, Ailsa, Fred and Ben) by only half a point! A huge number of 

book prizes were given out to teams for winning rounds as well as spot prizes. A 

huge thank you to everyone who took part and to all the staff and the fantastic 

Reading Ambassadors (Alexis and Charlotte) for helping run the event. 

Miss Quinn 

 

 



 

 

Bananagrams 

This half term has seen the beginning of the Bananagrams tournament and what a 

popular event it has been. A huge well done to those who have taken part and good 

luck to those who have progressed to the next round; these matches will be taking 

place the first week back after christmas. 

Miss Quinn 

 

Stationery Shop 

It is official...OMS pupils love stationery! Each week there have been queues down 

the corridor of pupils keen to peruse and buy our wide range of stock; all the money 

that has been made is going to go directly back into school. A special mention must 

go to the Stationery Shop team of Isaac, Sam, Alexis, Lily-Ann, Ava, Lilly, Flynn and 

Katie who have done a fantastic job in running the shop each week. 

Miss Quinn 

 



 

 

 

 

School Library 

We are always proud of our library and the hard work that our Librarians put into 

running it. A huge thank you for all the book donations we've had this year; they have 

helped increase our library stock to over 4000 books now! We are always grateful for 

new donations too. as a reminder, pupils are allowed to take 2 books out at any 

given time; we have had, however, some books that have been brought back 

recently that have been damaged. We have reminded our pupils but would 

appreciate your support in making sure they are taking good care of them. Thank 

you in advance. 

Miss Quinn 

Carol Service  

Our carol services took place on Wednesday this week, with a mixture of readings 

and musical performances by our pupils. This was a huge success and we even 

received a personal thank you from Bill Jordan CBE who cited the enthusiasm and 

skill of our pupils and their excellent behaviour..  

We were sorry that we were unable to have parents at this wonderful event, however 

this has been filmed and will be shared with parents in the new year.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Wellburn Visit  

Our school choir visited Wellburn care home yesterday to sing Christmas carols to 

the residents and did a fantastic job of spreading Christmas cheer in the community.  

 

A special Visitor  

Last but not least, we were thrilled that Santa decided to pop in to say hello on his 

way to deliver presents to Ovingham First School. Thank you, Santa!  

 

 

 


