
18th December 2020 

Dear all 
 

It has been so lovely to see the pupils engaging in a variety of activities this week. 
Without our usual Christmas events, teachers in all year groups planned a variety 
of activities including carol singing at Welburn House, orienteering, team building, 
walking, some fantastic Christmas decorations, Year 5 hanging Christmas baubles 

around the village, and all pupils have all made a Christmas card to post to     
someone to share some Christmas cheer to a neighbour who may be experiencing 
loneliness. The Year 8s have worked in groups to research, produce a display and 

deliver a presentation to highlight environmental issues and Year 7s have been 
presenting, in a Dragon’s Den style, their next Christmas decoration ‘must have’ 
inventions. I have been incredibly impressed with how the pupils have worked    

together and produced some very high quality work. And, amongst all of this, our 
fabulous catering team managed to serve up a tasty Christmas dinner on      

Christmas jumper day! 
 

An enormous thankyou to everyone who contributed to our food bank collection. 
Again, we were overwhelmed by your generosity. Along with their Mums who      

co-ordinated the collection, Teddy in Year 6 and Ben in Year 5 helped to deliver the 
boxes; it is so important for our pupils to remember those in need, particularly at 

Christmas, and particularly this year. 
 

You will all have probably heard the emerging news this week regarding wider 
testing in schools and yesterday’s announcement that secondary pupils will have 
a phased return in January. I have been in various meetings today to try and find 

out more information with regard to this and a separate email is being sent out 
this evening. A reminder that if any pupil tests positive over the holidays, please 

email jenny.bullock@ovingammiddle.co.uk. 
 

As I stood in 5DC’s form room having helped them construct some fabulous     
snowflakes, I listened to them all singing along beautifully to Christmas songs 

whilst completing some of their Christmas booklets. I reflected on my first term as 
Headteacher with pupils back in school, and it reminded me of how special OMS 

is, the reason I enjoy teaching and being with these super, inspiring, funny,      
caring, interesting creative young people and how, as teachers, we are very lucky 

to share our days with them. 
 

Thank you to each and every one of you; we are very grateful for your support 
and look forward to 2021. Whatever you do, enjoy your Christmas and from all of 

us at OMS, we wish you a very peaceful and healthy holiday. 
 

       
      Mrs Bullock 



Year 5 Christmas Hits! 

All in Year 5 have been working very hard to put together their Class Christmas 
Hits.  With offerings from the 70s, 80s and 90s we hope these bring a smile to your 

face! 

You can check these out  now on our website! 

 

https://ovinghammiddleschool.net/2020/12/18/year-5-christmas-hits/ 

Our Y5 theme for pastoral week has been ‘Christmas in the community’. Check out all of 
the exciting things we have been doing!  
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Year 5 

Here are some Christmas cards pupils have 
been making to deliver to those in our local 

community 
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Year 6 
 
 

Year 6 have had a fabulous end to an unusual term.  They have spent the last three days 
pastorally doing lots of challenges such as team building, stick whittling, sewing, making 
hot chocolate and thinking of others by singing to the residents of Wellburn.  Check out the 

pictures below and on our facebook page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

A massive well done to 
Alanya who compiled a      

secret message for her class 
using the envelopes of her 
Christmas cards. Everyone 

enjoyed decoding the        
message after Alanya        
distributed her cards. 



Year 7 
This week, Year 7 have taken on the challenge of creating a new 'must-have' Christmas 
item. They worked in teams to design their products and then pitched their ideas to the 
class. The winning team from each class then went on to pitch their idea to Mrs Bullock 

and Mrs Hansom, who picked an overall winner. The winning 
teams were: 

7JL - Isaac, Aaron, Annie and Thamyra 

 

 

 

7OP - Jamie R, Katie, Josh and Emelia 

 

 

7PA - Imogen B, Kathryn, Naomi, Zoe and Evelyn, who were 
also final winners with the amazing 'Dream Decorator' 7PA's 
all girls team, who created a cake decorating machine - Mary 
Berry would be proud! 

All the pupils worked really hard and came up with some     
fantastic ideas - I think we have some future inventors in our midst. Well done Year 7! 

Year 7 also completed their first interhouse competition this week where they had to 
learn which Christmas foods were enjoyed in different countries. The results are in: 

1st - 7OP 

2nd - 7JL 

3rd - 7PA 

A special mention to Thamyra, Phoebe and Maddy for getting the top scores in their 
class! 
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Our Year 7 House captions had fun on Monday drawing our 
Christmas raffle! We had a staggering 97 prizes to give out! 
All have now been sent home with pupils unless we          
contacted you are requested these be                                 
collected from school 



Year 8 
 

Year 8’s interhouse competition took place this week and was on the Flags of  the 
world. The pupils who scored full marks are - Beth B, Jenna B, Helen S Alesha Y, 
Thomas B, Laurie C, Charlie SS, Luke R, Jago O, Matthew H, Amy G and Lucy G! 

Great job!  

 

Congratulations  also to Claire, Evie and Luke in 8AS for taking the challenge of        
reciting the whole of Wilfred Owen's 'Dulce Et Decorum Est' poem by heart. Owen's 

powerful depiction of the horrors of the Western Front is one of several World War One 
poems that we study in Year 8 English. Check out Claire reciting the whole poem from 

memory on our website  

https://ovinghammiddleschool.net/2020/12/16/dulce-et-decorum-est/ 

 

All of our year 8 pupils took part in the               
environment project, working in groups to create 

powerful presentations and posters about different 
habitats. They researched endangered species and 

conservation efforts before producing a wide 
range of creative work. Congratulations to Beth, 
Matthew, Thomas, Becky and Jenna for winning 

overall  
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 In other news  
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Spellzone 

1st place: Austen G 6DS - 151 points 

2nd place: Francesco H 5DC - 101 
3rd place:  Ty N 6JK - 47 

4th place:  Sophia P 5DC - 45 
5th place: Reuben R 7OP - 42 

Austen is also 89th in the world! OMS is now 37th in the world too! 

Junior Duke Challenge  

The Year 6 pupils have now received their Junior Duke Challenge booklets. They 
are all very excited to get started and have all got big plans of which challenges 
they are going to complete first.  We are looking forward to hearing about how 
they get on after the Christmas holidays.  Please send any photographs of them 
carrying out the challenges to allison.kemp@ovinghammiddle.co.uk.  Good luck!  

“And the Grinch, with his Grinch
-feet ice cold in the snow, 

stood puzzling and puzzling, 
how could it be so? It came 

without ribbons. It came     
without tags. It came without 

packages, boxes or bags. And he 
puzzled and puzzled 'till his 
puzzler was sore. Then the 

Grinch thought of something he 
hadn't before. What if        

Christmas, he thought, doesn't 
come from a store. What if 

Christmas, perhaps, means a 
little bit more.” 

Dr. Seuss, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas!  

 

A massive OMS Hi5 to Teddy in 
year 6 and Ben in year 5 who, along 

with their parents arranged a Christmas 
food bank collection in school and        

delivered all the items donated to the 
miners lamp in Prudhoe! Great job boys! 


